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DeVone Boggan serves as Founder and CEO of Advance Peace. Advance Peace interrupts gun violence in 
American urban neighborhoods by providing transformational opportunities to young men involved in lethal 
firearm offenses and placing them in a high-touch, personalized fellowship. By working with and supporting a 
targeted group of individuals at the core of gun hostilities, Advance Peace bridges the gap between anti-vio-
lence programming and a hard-to-reach population at the center of violence in urban areas, thus breaking the 
cycle of gun hostilities and altering the trajectory of these men’s lives. 

DeVone is the former Neighborhood Safety Director and founding director of the Office of Neighborhood 
Safety (ONS) for the City of Richmond, California. The ONS is a government, non-law enforcement agency that 
is charged with reducing firearm assaults and associated deaths in Richmond. Under his leadership as Neigh-
borhood Safety Director, the city experienced a 71% reduction in gun violence between 2007 when the office 
was created and 2016. His work with ONS has been recognized in national publications and media, including 
the New York Times, Mother Jones, The Nation, Detroit Free Press, The Washington Post, TIME Magazine, PBS 
NewsHour, NPR, NBC Nightly News, ABC Nightline, CNBC, MSNBC, and CNN.

Prior to his tenure in Richmond, DeVone served as Policy Director for Safe Passages, a nonprofit public/private 
partnership focused on improving urban health outcomes for children, youth and families. 


